
du Pont Slowed] 
Plastics .Trade ! 
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Newark, N. J., S&pt'. lO.h-E. I. du- 1 
Pont de Nemours & Co. of Wilming- 
ton, Del., and Rohm & Haas Co. of 
Bristol, Pa., were accused by the 
Federal Government today of con- 
spiring with a German corporation * 
to suppress competition in the 
manufacture o:E a plastic vital to 
construction of warplanes. | 

In an indictment returned by a j 
Federal grand jury August 10 but ; 
kept secret until today, the firms j 
were accused o:E entering into a con- i 
spiracy in restraint of interstate and ' 
foreign trade in acrylic products. 1 
These are used to make the trans- 
parent noses of bombers, cockpit 
hoods and machine gun turrets. 

Named with ihem, but not made a 

defendant, was Rohm & Haas, ! 

GmbH, identified as a corporation ! 
organized and operating under the 
German Reich. The combination 
was alleged tc have been formed 
October 30. 19£4, and to have con- 
tinued until the present. 

The two American corporations 
and three others also were indicted 
on a charge of conspiracy to re- 
strain trade in “methyl methacry- 
late,” a new plastic material used 
to make dentures, the plates hold- 
ing false teeth and used extensively 
in making tableware, furniture and 
other products. 

Eight company officials were also 
indicted in the acrylate case and 12 
in the latter. 


Trial After War 

Attorney General Biddle an- 
nounced that trial of both cases 
would be postponed until after the 
war at the request of the Secretaries 
: of War and Navy. A previous in- 
! dictment, in which the du Pont 
| company was charged with monop- 
i olizing the manufacture and sale of 
dyestuffs, also has been postponed 
for the duration. 

The individual defendants in the 
plastics indictment included Lam- 

mot duPont, chairman of the 

duPont company; W. F. Herrington, 
vice president, and F. A. Warden- 
burg, A. E. Pitcher and W. W. 
Perry, other duPont officials. 
Others named were Otto. Haas, 
president; E. C. B. Kirsopp, vice 
president, and D. S. Frederick, 
manager of the plastics department, 
all of Rohm & Haas. : 

The second indictment included 
in addition to the duPont and the 1 
Rohm & Haas companies. Lam- 
mot duPont, Wardenburg, Pitcher, 
Perry; Haas and Frederick, the 
L. D. Caulk Dental Supply Co., Mil- 
ford, Del., its president, G. Layton 
Grier, and William V. Grier, man- 
ager of dental sales; the Vernon- 
Benshoif Co., .Pittsburgh, and L. B. 
Vernon, its president, and H. M. 
Vernon, an executive: and the 

Kerr Dental Manufacturing Co., 
Detroit, and Robert M. Kerr, sr., 
president, and Robert M. Kerr, jr„ 
an executive. 

The first indictment alleges that 
the two companies manufactured 
the entire production' of Acrylic 
products in the Unted States? and 
that, in violation of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act, they fixed identical 
prices, restricted production and 
I divided world markets. 


